Vegreville Composite High School
Parent Advisory Council Meeting Minutes
September 29, 2009

In Attendance:  Liz Melnyk, Ray Welsh, Glenda Trufyn, Janice Loewen, Lisa Topilko, Barb Dorey, Annette Schieck, Elizabeth Sharp-Nawrot, Bryan Butler.

Welcome:  6:30 pm by Glenda Trufyn.

Board Report:  Ray Welsh, see attached document.
· There was some discussion regarding the budget and what we as parents can do to voice our concerns about it.  Ray suggested expressing our concerns to our MLA and Premier. 
· Regarding H1N1, it was brought up the EIPS is leading the way in Alberta in regards to how they are dealing with the situation.

Administrative Report:  Presented by Liz Melynk on behalf of Roy Mills.
· Start up went smoothly.  Early orientation and course changes help a lot.
· Enrolment is at 396, was projected to be 403.
· New bussing arrangement seems to be working fine, although the first week it was a bit slow.  Some concern was expressed over the fact that many country students are now on the bus 10 minutes longer each way.
· Awards night will be held on October 30, 2009 at 7 pm.  ($61,000 in Alexander Rutherford scholarships will be awarded).
· Technology – each teacher has a new laptop, there are more portable laptops, and the teacher’s old computers went to the computer labs.  Parts of the school have wireless service.
· October 22, 2009 the “High on Life” conference for Junior High students will be held at St. Mary’s.  High school students will also have an opportunity to hear the main speaker.
· November 4, 2009 there will be an ELA conference hosted at St. Mary’s.
· October 16, 2009 interim reports will be out.  This applies mainly to core subjects, unless a teacher sees a problem in an option.
· VCHS busses – 1 of the 2 is paid off, the other is amortized.
· A former VCHS student has been diagnosed with Lou Gehrig’s disease.  The staff will be manning the concession at the Social Centre Christmas craft sale as a fundraiser for his treatments.
· Drama productions are already in the works.  Drama 10-20-30 will be presenting a dinner theatre called “The Education of Angels” on January 9 and 15, 2010.  Drama 9 will be performing “The Not So Grimm Tales” at a dessert theatre on January 22, 2010.  June 11 and 16, 2010 will see the Drama 7-8-9 perform for 2 dessert theaters.
· Students are now being interviewed for an upcoming SEVEC exchange to New Brunswick.  30 have applied, but only 23 will be able to go.
· Europe travel meetings are underway, this year the trip is entitled “A Taste of Italy”.
· The AISI project 4 is focusing on technology and math.  Mr. Melnyk is the lead for VCHS.
· Youth connections – new career counselors are here Tuesdays and Thursdays.
· The Terry Fox run went well.
· Diploma exam results – VCHS did very well – will be running an article in the Advertiser soon.
· Magazine sales kick off was today.
· 30 students participated in a cross country running meet at Gold Bar Park today.
· Immediate budget implications for VCHS are that our Junior High K & E students no longer have a teacher funded for them. 
· Grant funding was received for our ESL students (15 minutes/day each for approx. 10 students).  Are currently looking for someone to fill this position.
· Mr. Pond and Ryan Veldkamp are in charge of the photography club.  Ryan Veldkamp and Mr. Carabine are taking on the archery club.
· Grade 7’s had an author out to speak to them.
· 34 students went to the PE 30 camp at Birch Bay Ranch.  The weather was awesome!
· Interviews for the grad executive are now taking place.

COSC:  Glenda Trufyn.
· The first meeting will be held at the Ardrossan High School library on October 7th.  Meetings take place on the first Wednesday of each month.  If anyone is interested in attending, please contact Glenda.

PAC Business:  Glenda Trufyn.
· According to EIPS bylaws, school councils should have in attendance the principal, an elected teacher, parents, and an elected high school student.
· We are looking for more members – spread the word!
· Elections for the positions of COSC representative, PAC chair, co-chair, and secretary will take place at our next meeting.

Other Business:
· There was some discussion regarding using synervoice and the VCHS website to their fullest extent.  Mr. Pond is taking on the website.  The suggestion was made that the website could possibly be a work experience project (with credits given) for a student.
· A suggestion was made that we tap into our “grey power” resources and see if we could get some seniors into the school to be available in the hallways for students.  Initially their role would be just to be a friendly face, with more options being explored later.

Meeting Adjourned:  8:05 pm.

Next Meeting:  October 27, 2009 at 6:30 pm.

  

